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“GOVERNMENT OF THE PUNJAB

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION DEPARTMENT
Dated, Lahore 16 December 2022

INOTIFICATION
No.Ol/EPA/EIA/P%:SC/21/4214.- In exercise of the powers

conferred under section 33 of the Punjab Environmental Protection Act,
1997 (XXXIV of 1997), the Environmental Protection Agency, Punjab,
with the approval of the Government, is pleased to make the following

regulations: 1

1. Short title ar:ld commencement.- (1)’ These regulations may
be cited as the Punjab Environmental Protection (Review of Initial
Environmental Exarflmination and Environmental Impact Assessment)

Regulations 2022. |
|
(2) They shalhll come into force at once.

2. Definitions.- ti) In the regulations, unless the context or subject
otherwise requires:

i
|

(a) “Act” means the Punjab Environmental Protection Act,

1997 (XXXIV of 1997);

~(b) Al ency” means the Environmental Protection Agency,

Punjab;

(c) ‘“Director General” means the Director General of the
Agency;

(d) ‘“regulations” means the Punjab Environmental
Protection (Review of Initial Environmental
Examination and Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2022; and

" (e) “Schedule” means the Schedule appended to the
regulations.

(2) A word or expression used but not defined in the regulations
shall have the same|meaning as assigned to it in the Act. "

3. Project requiring an initial environmental examination.- A
proponent of a project falling in any category listed in Schedule-I shall
file an initial environmental examination with the Agency and the
provisions of sectio 12 of the Act shall apply to such projects.

4. Project requiring an environmental impact assessment.- A

proponent of a project falling in any category listed in Schedule-1I shall
file an environmental impact assessment with the Agency and the

| provisions of sectio 12 of the Act shall apply to such projects.

5. Projects not requiring an initial environmental
examination or gnvironmental impact assessment.- (1) A
proponent of a project not falling in any category listed in Schedule-I

it o g b
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and II shall not be required to file an Initial environmental examination
or environmental impact assessment:

Provided that the proponent shall file:

(a) an environmental impact assessment, If the project
is likely to cause an adverse environmental effect;
and

(b) an application for projects not listed in Schedule-I
and II, in respect of which the Agency has issued
guidelines for construction and operation, for
approval accompanied by an undertaking, an affidavit
and any other document as prescribed in. checklist
that the aforesaid guidelines shall be fully complied
with.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-regulation (1),
the Agency may direct the proponent of a project, whether or not listed
in Schedule-I or II, to file an initial environmental examination or

environmental impact assessment, for reasons to be recorded in such
direction: *

Provided that no such direction shall be issued without the
recommendation in writing of the Environmental Assessment Advisory
Committee constituted under regulation 22.

6. Review Fee.- The proponent shall pay, at the time of submission
of an Initial environmental examination or environmental Impact
assessment, a nonrefundable Review Fee to the Agency as per rates
specified in Schedule-III.

7. Filing of Initial environmental examination and
environmental impact assessment.- (1) Every initial environmental
examination or environmental Impact assessment shall be
accompanied by:

(@) an application, in the form prescribed in Schedule-1V;
and

(b) copy of receipt showing payment of the Review Fee.

(2) Five ring bound printed paper copies and one electronic
copy (PDF or Word format) of an initial environmental examination or
environmental impact assessment shall be filed with the Agency.

8. Preliminary scrutiny.- (1) The Agency, within ten working days
of filing of initial environmental examination or environmental impact
assessment, shall:

(a) confirm that the initial environmental examination or |
environmental impact assessment Is complete for the
purposes of initiation of the review process; or

(b) require the proponent to submit such additional
information as may be required; or

(c) return the initial environmental examination or
environmental impact assessment to the proponent,
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clearly listing the contents requiring further study and
discussion.

(2) In case the proponent fails to submit the required
documents or conduct further study or discussion after three notices
served to him by the Agency, with a gap of not less than seven days,
his application shall be closed and he shall be required to submit a fresh
application for approval. )

o (3) In case of closure of application under sub-regulation (2),
the Review Fee shall remain valid for a period of six months from the
date of closure of application. d

(4) Nothing in sub-regulation (1) shall prohibit the Agency frem
requiring the proponent to submit additional information at any stage
during the review process. -

-

9. Public participation.- (1) In the case of an environmental
impact assessment, the Agency shall, simultaneously with issuance of
confirmation of completeness under clause (a) of sub-regulation ('1) of
regulation 8, cause to be published in any English or Urdu national
newspaper and in a local newspaper of general circulation in the area
affected by the project, a public notice mentioning the type of the
project, its exact location, the name and address of the proponent, and
the places at which the environmental impact assessment of the project

can, subject to the restrictions in sub-section (3) of section 12 of the
Act, be accessed.

(2)  The notice issued under sub-regulation (1) shall fix a date,

time, and place for public hearing of any comments on the project or
its environmental impact assessment.

(3) The date fixed under sub-regulation (2) shall not be less
than seven days from the date of publication of the notice.

(4) The Agency may circulate the environmental impact
assessment to concerned Government Agencies, local authority or local
council for their comments, If any.

(5) During the public hearing, the proponent shall provide
sufficient details of the nature of the project, the adverse environmental
impacts of the project and the preventive, mitigatory or compensatory
measures to be taken by the proponent to address such impacts.

(6) All comments received by the Agency from the public or any
Government Agency, local authority or local council shall be collated,

tabulated, and shall be duly considered before a decision on the
environmental impact assessment. -

10. Review.- (1) The Agency shall make every effort to carry out its
review of the initial environmental examination within thirty days, and
environmental impact assessment within forty-five days, of issuance of

confirmation of completeness under clause (a) of sub-regulation.(1) of
regulation 8.

(2) In reviewing the initial environmental examination or
environmental impact assessment, the Agency may consult such






